ORGANIZED 1934

VOL. 18 APRIL 1962 NO. 8

The above is an illusiration of one of the covers contained in the collection of
Milion Greenbaum. See article within by Dr. S. Duffield Swan.



Page 2

The MASONIC
PHILATELIST

APRIL 1962
YOL. 18 NO. 8
* * X
Published by

The Ralph A. Barry - Al Van Dahl
FUBLICATION FUND
of the Masonic Stamp Club of New York
22 East 35th 5t., New York 16, N. Y.

* ¥ w

OFFICERS
President ... ...... Dr, 5 DIhnffield Swan
1st Viee Pres. ... ........ Shelton W. Osterlund
2nd Vice Pres. ........... Norman H. Sehlmeyer
Secretary Stanley A. Salomon

1200 Pifth Avenue, New York 29, N. Y.
Treasurer Lo Joseph Munk
1010 Sherman Avenue. Bronx 56. N. Y.
Curator of Archives . 8helten W. Osterlund

BOARD GF GOVERNORS

David Schwartz (deceased) . ....... .. ... 3 years
Norman H. Sehlmeyer ... ........... ... 2 years
Charles C. Sanna . .. ... ..., ... _.....,. 1 year
Treasurer Emeritus
Frcd Wendel
F tion ( ttee
Carl Pihl .. ... ... .. ... .. ... ... ... Chairman

Sam Brooks, Dr. 5. Duffield Swan,
Dr. Irwin Yarry

EDITOR
Norman H. Schimeyer

1616 East 10th Street. Brooklyn 23. N. Y.

Membership — Carl E. Pelander
545 Pifth Avenue, New York 17, N. Y.

Back Numbers: Masonic Philatelist
Harold E. Gunter
141-06 Glasshoro Ave., Jamaica 4, N. ¥.

Member of the
Nationa! Pederation of Stamp Clubs

By the sign of the Yavel

It hardly seems possible that the
Winter is over, but here it is well into
March, We are hoping that with the
weather improvement, we will have
better attendance at our meetings. Our
March meeting showed considerable
improvement, especially in interest and
discussion.

One of the important things about our
Club is that our Members bring up
various philatelic questions and th
are discussed by “experts and authori-
ties” who are present, Most of these
brothers are really amateurs just like
the rest of us, but they have matured

* MEETINGS *
First Friday of Each Month
Collectors Club Building
22 East 35th Street, N.Y.C.
8th Meeting — April 6, 1962
Dr. Paul F. Norris will show Mason
Match and Medicine Stamps

ideas and are willing to present them.
Come on out with your “Problem,”
or if it is complicated get in touch
with us and we will have competent
men present to help you solve it.
—5S. Duffield Swan.

WELCOME
We welcome our new members:

EDIMAND C. GILBERTSON
3055 Brook Street
5t. Paul 19, Minnesota

WAYNE E. GRODIAN, M.D.
135 Cherry Street
Silverton, Oregon

JOHN K. MOUNTFORD

36 Downing Street
East Williston, New York
Mineola Lodge #985, Mineola, N.Y.

GENE PENKOS

33 Ingram Street
Forest Hills, New York ~

GEORGE RICHARDS

33 Vista Avenue

Elizabeth 3, New Jersey

Washington Lodge #33, Elizabeth,
New Jersey

OUR COMING EVENTS
RESERVE THESE DATES

May 4, 1962, Regular Meeting, Ira
Seebacher, Sports Editor of the New
York Telegraph, will be guest speaker
and will display his extensive coller-
tion of stamps relating to spom
which has won numerous awards i
exhibitions.

May 25, 1962, Annual Dinner, at Ma-
sonic Club, guest speaker to be an-
nounced, further details will be fur-
nished later.

June 1, 1962, Regular Meeting, An-
nual Reports and Election of Officers.
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‘Making a Mason At Sight’

By Samuel Brooks

From time to time, we read an
article about a famous Mason, whose
portrait is on a stamp, and we read
that he was “made a Mason at Sight.”

Over the years, many inquiries have
been made asking for a fuller explana-
tion of this UNCOMMON practice in
Freemasonry.

The general opinion seems to be that
the ritual is somewhat similar to
Knighting. That is, a ceremony is held,
some words are spoken, the recipient
nf the honor is tapped on the shoulder,

d lo, and behold, a new Mason arises.
—A1is is far, very far, from what actually
OCCUTS.

The practice of making a Mason at
sight, has been one of controversy, for
a long time. Many able Masonic writers
have explored the subject and numer-
ous articles have been written, both
pro and con. In some Masonic juris-
dictions it is one of the prerogatives
of the Grand Master, that he may
make a Mason at Sight. In other juris-
dictions it is forbidden.

Without going too deeply into the
intricacies of Masonic
we learn, that where permitted, it is a
method used to confer the Degrees on
a candidate, usually a person of prom-
inence and known character, who be-
cause of lack of time and instability
of residence or type of work, cannot
take the Degrees in the usual manner.

ANl Grand Jurisdictions have rules
and regulations for conferring the De-

2es. These must be strictly adhered

In -general, a candidate must be of
'g/ood character, in good health, must
make an application to the Lodge, be
investigated and ballotted upon. If
found worthy, the Degrees may be
conferred upon him. A proper lapse
of time must ensue between the con-
ferral of the different degrees, and
the candidate must show proficiency,
by examination before proceeding to
the next degree. Finally, when having

Jurisprudence,

been Raised in the ancient manner, he
must consummate his membership by
signing the By-Laws of the Lodge.

In making a Mason at Sight, many
of these requirements are waived. The
Grand Master, after selecting the man
to be honored, calls an “Occasional
Lodge,” and with the assistance of his
Grand Lodge staff, or other qualified
oificers selected by him, confers the
Degrees in an abbreviated form and
obligates the candidate.

Note the following omissions: the
candidate does not make an application
to any Lodge. There is no investigation
in the usual manner. There is no ballot.
no waiting period between degrees, no
examination of proficiency and no By-
Laws to sign.

Actually, after the ceremony, the
newly made Mason is a Non-Affiliated
Mason. As such, he should make ap-
plication for Affiliation to a regular
Lodge, and in the manner prescribed
by that Lodge. Some of these gentle-
men, have not always chosen to seek
membership in a regular Lodge. In
some jurisdictions, this has resulted in
ending the practice.

For those of you who are interested
in pursuing the subject further, the
following sources are suggested:

Bulletin No. 13, Grand Lodge F. &
A. M, California, Committee on Ma-
gsonic Education.

“Masonic Jurisprudence,” by Roscoe
Pound.

“The Builder,” Feb. 1916; Feb. and
July 1925; June 1926.

“Encyclopedia of Freemasonry,” by
Mackey.

Grand Lodge Bulletin, March 1941,
Iowa Masonic Library,

“History of Freemasonry in New
York,” by McClenachan.

Masonic Service Association, Short
Talk Bulletin, March 1937.

“The Masonic News,” November 1943,

All of these may be obtained from
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your Grand Lodge Library.

In our Gallery of Famous Masons on
Stamps, we find several who were
made a Mason at Sight. President Wil-
liam Howard Taft was made a Mason
at Sight by Most Worshipful Charles
S. Hoskinson, Grand Master of Ohio,
on February 18, 1909. On April 14,
1909, he affiliated with Kllwmmng
Lodge No. 356, Cincinnati, Ohio.

Admiral Winfield Scott Schley, was
made a Mason at Sight on October 21,
1899, by the Grand Master of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, Most Worshipful J.
H. Small. He later affiliated with the
Benjamin B. French Lodge.

General George C. Marshall, on De-
cember 16, 1941, was made a Mason
at Sight, by Most Worshipful Asa M.

Daniells, Grand Master of the District
of Columbia.

General Douglas MacArthur was
made a Mason at Sight on January 17,
1936, in the Philippines, by the Grand
Master.

Andrew W. Mellon was ma
Mason at Sight, December 29, 1928,
Right Worshipful J. William Smith,
Grand Master of Pennsylvania.

Louis Kossuth received his degrees
in two days.

President William McKinley received
his degrees May 1, 2, and 3, 1865,

Other famous Americans so honored
but, not shown on stamps, are John
‘Wanamaker, Milton Eisenhower and
Gov. G. M. Leader of Pennsylvania.

Canadian Masonic Cancellations

By Dr. 8. Duffield Swan

Canadian Masonic Cancellations have
long intrigued the interest of cancella-
tion collectors but, due to their scarcity
very few of us have had a chance to
add them to our collections, and when
we did it was at a very high price,

This particular study started with
Jarrett’s catalogue; where four sources
of Canadian Masonics were listed.
These were Toronto, Beachville, Sim-
cog and Woodstock., Through the cour-
tesy of Bro, Milton Greenbaum of
Suginaw, Michigan, we have the photos
of three covers from his collection. One
of these covers indicates a different
post office than those mentioned be-
fore, Brockville, and it is quite dis-
tinetive.

In the course of this research, I ob-
tained a postal card from Embro, Ont.,
with the illustrated cancellation (6)
showing, and I also discovered the
existence of a cover from Blythe, Ont,
but have not as yot obtained a tra,clng
for the record.

With reference to the postmasters at
the wvarious towns, we have accumu-
lated the following information. The
Hon. G. Alexander was postmaster and
William Hargrave was deputy post-
master at Woodstock at the time of the
cover usage there, but to date we
cannot be sure that either was a mem-
ber of the Fraternity. Similarly, while
H. Mulkins was postmaster at Simcoe,
we cannot be sure that he was a Mason
either.

Record shows that Charles Mason
was postmaster at Beachville. Accord-
ing to his grandson, R. S. Mason of

Port Dover, he was not a member of
the Fraternity but used the insignia
to identify and advertise his surname.
A further point of interest is that he
apparently became an itinerant mer
ber of the postal staff. Jarrett and

Post Office Department list him

Beachville postmaster from 1867 to

- 1884, but his family record says he was

a resident of Brantford in 1875. Brock-
ville, Beachville, Embro and a couple
of other cancellations observed on off-
cover stamps are so similar that we
think they could have been the work
of this man.

It is possible that as Beachville was
a collecting center for many small
towns, Mason in checking the mail
may have found some stamps uncan-
celled and so did his own obliteration,
even though the envelope bore the
town cancellation. We have found the
same cancellation on some U.S. stamps
of the period, possibly a receiving
ca_nce]latmn as even some of the Can-
adian usages may well have been.

The Newfoundland cancellation ap-
parently was made with a signet of
some kind. The fancy script initials
S.D.H. (or K.) can be identified -~
well as the square and compasses.
was my first Canadian cancellation,
tracing (3) was from my second, both
obtained many years ago.

The Canadian Post Office Depart-
ment at Ottawa has vexji;mobhgnﬂy
cooperated with us, furnishing infor-
mation regarding the postmasters of
the various towns during the specified

period of cancellation usage.

The data which we have assembled
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Stamp Date

Beachville #35 1875
Blythe #35 1876
Brockville 1¢ 1875
Embro Postal Card 2/10/81
Simcoe 3¢ 12/16/75
Woodstock 3¢ 8/14/72
(Deputy)

Newfoundland #28

Page 5

) Service
9/1/67 to 3/26/84

4/1/74 to 1909
2/1/58 to 11/6/82
Donald Matheson 6/1/58 to 6/23/84
Henry Mulkins 7/4/56 to 3/4/08
Hon. Geo. Alexander 11/1/69 to 7/15/73
‘Wm. Hargrave

Postmasier
Charles Mason
D. B. McKinnon
John Crawford












