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1 971  WHOLE NO . 23 

FROM THE EDITOR 

Thi s  i s  rea.l ly someth ing .  Two i ssues in  one month . I thought it  i s  about 
time that I catch up and bring the Masonic Stamp Col l ector to date. For the time 
bei ng things have slowed down some and I am taking advantage of i t .  I n  addition 
to catching up wi th the MSC I have as many other things to do such as work on 
my col l ections . Maybe I wi l l  have the time to prepare. an exhi bit for the San 
Antonio show i n  August. 

UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 

July 1 ,  1 971 , saw the beg inning of a new era for our postal system. The 
United States Post Office department faded i nto hi story after nearly 200 years 
of service. The Uni ted States Postal Serv ice ,  an i ndependent establ ishment of 
the government fonned to meet the changing needs of our growing society. Let ' s  
hope that the service of the postal serv ice ,  which has been deteriorating dur ing 
the past years, wi l l  improve considerably. 

To celebrate the inauguration of the new organization , the USPS issued an 
8¢ postage stamp on July 1 and provided with a free First Day Cachet cover for 
the event wi th first day i ssue in  every Post Office i n  the United States. Many 
celebrations took place in  the l arger post offices throughout the· country as 
well . 

The cover shown on the next page i s  a typical fi rst day of i ssue cover 
(cancelled at New Orleans ) .  Your edi tor i s  trying to obta in  as many first day 
of i ssue cancel l ations from d,fferent ci ties as possi bl e .  He wi l l  exchange 
with anyone who has fi rst day covers of this i ssue from h i s  hometown . It  i s  
not necessaTy that the cover be a Post Office i ssue . P la in  envelope with the 
USPS stamp and first day town cancel (July 1 )  wi l l  be su.fficient. If you have 
a first day cover from your c ity and woul d  l i ke to exchange with one from New 
Orleans pl ease l et me know. Sure woul d  l i ke to have some di fferent town can­
cel l ations. Your hel p wi l l  be appreciated . 

NEED NEW MEMBERS 

The nucleus of an organization i s  i ts membersh ip .  The same appl ies to the 
Masonic Stamp Uni t .  We must have enough members on the rol l s  in  order to meet 
the everyday r is ing i n  printing costs and postage rates . Please hel p .  I f  every 
member gets a member just think how nice i t  would  be . Your cooperation i n  get­
ting a new member i n  our Unit wi l l  be appreciated . 
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EDGAR MITCHELL 

The Maldive Isl ands wi l l  salute Apo l l o  14 some­
time during July by adding the above i l l.ustrations.  
The set incl udes four va l ues .  Besides Edgar Mi tchel 
the other two astronauts are i ncluded as wel l . It 
was reported in last i ssue that Edgar Mi tchel l is 
a l so shown on stamps of Romani a ,  Hungary and Togo. 
Scott numbers on above i ssues wi l l  be publ i shed 
when ava i 1  ab 1 e.  

Edgar Mi tchel l i s  a member of Artesia Lodge No. 
28 , Artes i a ,  New Mexico. 

PAUL REVERE 

Pau Revere was a meta l smith and Revol utionary patriot. b .  Jan . 1 ,  1 735 in 
Boston, the son of a French Huguenot refugee and s i l versmith .  His father died when 
Paul was 1 9 ,  but he had al ready l earned the trade as an apprentice and continued 
h i s  father ' s  business. Served in French and Indian Wars as a l ieutenant of arti l lery 
In 1 776 when the British evacuated Boston , he joined a regiment of arti l l ery raised 
to protect that c ity.  He took part in  the famous Boston Ttai" Party of 1 773,  which 
seemed to have been promul gated by his  own lodge, St. Andrews of Boston. He was 
appoi nted official courier for the Mass. Provincial Assembly in  1 774 , 
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PAUL REVERE 
Patriot · Metalamith 

Grand Malter of Maaona 

In 1776 when the British evacuated 

Boston, be joined a reciment of 
artillery raiaed to protect that city. 
He took part In the famous Boston 

Tea Party of 1773. Was the first to 
roll lbeet copper in America. He 
desJcned and printed the flnt Con­
tinental bWs. 

He wu raised in St. Andrewa Lod&e, 
Boaton, Mua., Sept. 24, 1769; ser­
vinc Muter in 1770, 1777•79 and 
1780-82. Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodce of Masachuaetts 1794-97. 

MASONIC FIRST DAY COVER 
-KOUTROULIS-

No. 20 

FiPST DAY CF I S SUE  

'ttiis postcard was issued, in Boston, Mass . ,  on May 15, 1971, to 
meet the demand for the new post 1l rate increases.  It was also 
issued with a reply postcard. It is a real gem for a Masonic 
item. Members in the Cover Club already received this item. 

As a cartoonist and pamphl eteer, h is  series of pol itica� cartoons , printed from 
plates etched on copper, did much to hasten the final break with England. In 1 778 
he was in conrnand of the forts in Boston harbor as a l ieutenant colonel of arti l ­
l ery, when , i l l -advised ly ,  he accepted a co111'11and and a respons ib le  pl ace i n  the 
di sastrous expedition to the Penobscot. This defeat deprived him of any gl ory as 
a mi l itary l eader, but as a cannon founder and powder manufacturer he conti nued to 
perfonn invaluable service to the colonies. He was the first to rol l sheet copper 
i n  America , and he contracted for and furni shed the bol ts , spikes , pumps , sheathing,  
and anchors for U . S .S .  Constitution and other vessel s .  At times he did fine 
s i l ver work and engraving ,  among other thing s ,  making seal s and jewel s for several 
Masonic  l odges. He designed and printed the first Continental bi l l s ;  designed and 
engraved the first official  ,seal for the col onies ,  and the state seal for Mass. 
He made a denture for his  friend , Joseph Warren , grand Master of Mass . ,  who was 
k i l l ed at Bunker Hi l l ,  and this very metal work was the key to positive identifi ­
cation of the body when i t  was recovered a year l ater and reburied . 

Revere was raised in St. Andrews Lodge , Boston , Sept. 24 , 1 760 , becoming 
secretary of the lodge i n  1 769,  and master in  1 770 ,  succeeding Joseph Warren in  
that office. He served as  master again from 1 777-79, and from 1 780-82. This lodge 
met at the "Green Dragon Tavern" and plans for the famous tea party were undoubt­
edly made in  this l odge. In 1 783 he was a founding member of Rising States Lodge , 
and was i ts first master. He was grand master of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts 
from 1 794-97 . A Royal Arch Mason, he received the degrees , Dec. 1 1 ,  1 769,  i n  St. 
Andrews Royal Arch Chapter. In 1 795,  as grand master, he laid the cornerstone of 
State House in Boston. Many l odges have charters or certificates s igned by Revere 
whi l y  he was grand master. The Grand Lodge of Massachusetts has an urn designed 
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by him, i n  which i s  a l oc k  of Washington ' s  hai r ,  secured by Revere for this purpose 
from Mrs. Washington. d .  May 1 0 ,  18 18  at Boston.  

Paul Revere is depicted a lso on U . S .  1 048 , 25¢ regular seri es , i ssued i n  1 958. 
Al so on a coi l  stamp of same design i ssued in 1 965 .  

S IR  WALTER SCOTT 

Scottish poet , novel ist ,  hi storian, and biographer. Known as 11The Border 
Mi nstrel 11

, "The Wizard of the North 11
, and 11 The Great Magician 11

• H is  father, of 
the same name . was a medical professor at Edinburgh University. In his early 
years he publ i shed under various pseudonyms . H is  l i terary output was vast,  i n ­
c l uding 1 The Lay of the Last Minstrel ' ;  Marmion ; The Lady of the Lake; Life and 
Works of Swift ; Waverley ;  Lord of the Is les ;  Guy Mannering ; The Black Dwarf; 
Rob Roy ; Tales of the Crusaders ; The Ta l i sman ; and many others . 

He was cal l ed to the bar i n  1 792 , and was sheriff of Sel kirk i n  1 799.  Became a 
principal cl erk to Court of Session , but withdrew from the bar to devote himself 
to writing and publ i shing .  An unfortunate publ i shing partnership l eft him w1tb 
debts amounting to ■1 30 .000, which he paid i n  ful l before his  death. 

He was in i tiated , passed , and ra ised at an emergency meeting of Lodge St. 
David No. 36 of Edinburgh on Monday, March 2 ,  1 801 . His father had been initia­
ted i n  the same l odge in  January, 1 754 , and his  elder brother was a lso a member 
of this l odge. Later his  son was initi ated i n  Lodge Canongate Ki lwinning No . 2 ,  
on November 29, · 1 826. On June 4, 1 81 6 .  he laid the foundation stone of a new 
lodgeroom at Sel kirk i n  the presence of the Prov i ncial  Grand Master , the Marquis 
of Lothian ,  and was el ected an honorary member of that l odge on the occas ion ( now 
St, John No. 32 . )  He was created a baronet i n  1 820. In 1 823 he was offered the 
Grandmastershi p  of the Royal Grand Conclave of Knights Templar of Scotland , but 
dec l i ned b ecause of 'age and hea lth not permitting me to undertake the duties 
which whether conv i vial  or chari tabl e ,  a person undertaking such an office ought 
to be i n  readiness to perform when cal l ed upon . • He attended lodge frequently,  
as  was attested by the secretary i n  1 841 , when proposing that the name of St.  
David Lodge be al tered to "Sir Walter Scott ' s  Lodge 11

• The proposal , however, was 
defeated. St. David Lodge sub scribed to the monument to S ir  Walter i n  Princes 
Street , Edinburgh, and attended the l aying of th_e cornerstone with Masonic honours 
by the Grand Master i n  1 840. 

Submitted by Bro. George G i , l berry, Nottingham, Engll1nd. 

(Editor 's  note: A stamp honoring S ir  Walter Scott wi l l  be i ssued in July 
by Great Brita in .  Special arrangements have been made between Bro. G i l lberry and 
the editor for a Masonic Ftrst Day Cover. This wi l l  probably be No . 21 i n  the 
series of Masonic Fi rst Day Covers. Members i n  the Masonic Cover Club wi l l  receive 
this cover automatically. Others on a f i rst come first served bas i s .  

ARGENTINE MASONS 

PART V ,  CONTINUED 

LEOPOLDO LUGONES, 1874-1938 

Poet, l i terary man and educator. Born i n  V i l l a  de Maria del Rio Seco , 
Cordoba , June 1 3 ,  1 874. His f i rst book was publ i shed when he was only n ineteen 
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years old.  He and Ruben Dario were cl erks of the Post and Tel egraph when the 
l atter first came to Buenos Aires ; they remained fast friends. From 1 900-1906 
Lugones was Inspector of Secondary Education. He traveled i n  Europe 19 1 1 -1914 .  
He was awarded the F irst National Li terary Prize in  1 926 .  He d ied .  by soucide. 
i n  Tigre . Province of Buenos Ai res . February 1 9 ,  1 938. 

Lugones was initiated in the Lodge "Li bertad Rivadavia "  No. 51 on November 
1 3 .  1 899 and became Master of this Lodge Apri l 1 0 .  1 900. He became a member of 
Lodge "Confraternidad Argent ina" No . 2 .  October 1 ,  1 902 . In 1 905 he was a mem­
ber of the General Corrmi ttee of the Grand Lodge and , among other things ,  Deputy 
Grand Master. Also a 33rd degree Mason. 

Stamp : ( 1 965) #777. 

RUBEN DARIO, 1 867-1916 

His real name was Fel ix Ruben Garcia y Sanniento . whi l e  Dario was just a 
fami ly nickname. He was born January 1 8 ,  1 867 at Metapa, Department of Segovi a ,  
Nicaragua. He began writing verses at the age of five or s ix .  He studied at 
the Jesu i t  secondary school and at the National Insti tute in Leon, Nicaragua . 

Dario became the greatest Spanish-speaking poet of modern times. He start­
ed his  l i terary career as a newspaperman, working in  Santiago . Val paraiso and 
Buenos Aires. In Chi l e  he edited the jol'rnal "La Epoca" .  In 1 892 he went to 
Spa i n ,  then to Paris and New York and back to Buenos Aires where he hel d diplo­
matic and journal i stic pos it ions. one of which being correspondent to "La Nacion" . 
Al so i A  Buenos Aires he was consul for Colombia .  He resided temporari ly  in  
various Latin American c ities and in  Paris and Madrid .  Whi l e  in  New York in  
1 91 4  he had an  attack of  pneumonia .  After recovering somewaht, he returned to 
Nicaragua where he d ied in  Leon on February 6 ,  1 9 1 6 .  

Ruben Dario was i nit iated January 24 ,  1 907 in  Lodge "Progresso" No . 1 at 
Managua . Nicaragua. / 

Stamps : ( 1 965) #788; a l so Brazi l ,  Chi l e ,  Cuba, Honduras , Mex ico ,Nicaragua 

(Edi tor ' s  note: This concludes the series , in  five parts , of Argentine 
Masons on stamps. These series were comp i l ed and submitted by Bro. Marshall 
S. Lake. We are greatful and indeed fortunate to have such a person to 
contribute so much to Masonic Phi l ately.  Thanks again Bro. Lake . )  

Event or Person 

SPECIAL MASONIC EVENTS COVERS 

Cachet name 

A .A .S .R .  Temple Dedication 
Washi ngton Masonic Memorial 
Pataskala (OH} Centennial 
National Sojourners 1Ft .Belvoir 
Newark Oh Sesqu i .  
Tal l  Cedars of Lebanon 
Ohio State Flag 50th anniv .  

. Washington ' s  200th Ann. In itiatn 
11 II II II 

II II II II 
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Unknown Sep .20. 1929 
Alex.C of C May 1 2 , 1 932 
MAHDEEN Mar. 3 , 1 951 
Chap.#276 May 1 1 .1 949 
Mahdeen Jan . 1 1 11 952 
TCL Research May 25 11 952 
Mahdeen May 9 , 1 952 

Mahdeen Nov. 4 1 1 952 
MSCNY Ch . 1  Nov. 4 . 1952 
MSCNY Nov . 4 11 952 

Check L ist  

Place 

Indianapolis  
Temple Sta. 
Pataskal a  OH 
Al exandria .Va.  
Newark .Oh . 
Atl .C ity NJ 
Lancaster Oh 

Fred ' burg Va 
II 

II 
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Chi l l icothe, Ohi o ' s  f irst capiton 
Washington ' s  200th ann. Passed 
Washington ' s  200th ann. Raised 
Ohio Univers ity Sesqu1 .  
Grand Lodge NY 1 75th anniversary 

ti 

II 

Ohio ' s  B I . S. Centennia l  
Grand Lodge of  Ohio 
Master' s  Cha ir  (Alexandria Lodge) 
Capitol Cornerstone Laying 
Masonic National Memorial 50th Ann. 
Ted Roosevel t Cent. of birth 
George Washi ngton Gavel 
A.A. S . R .  50th Ann . Bloomington I l  
Leroy Gordon Cooper, Astronaut 
Washi ngton ' s  Masonic Apron 
K .T .  of Iowa , 1 01 st Annual Conclave 
Euroka Lodge (PH) Cornerstone 
Washington arriving at Fred ' burg 

Lodge to receive E .A .  degree 
Imperial Shrine Sessions 
Washington at Prayer 
Grand Master ' s  Jewel of va. made for 

Mahdeen 
MSCNY Ch l 
MSCNY Ch .  1 
Mahdeen 
Fl eetwood 

II 

II 

Mahdeen 
II 

MSCNY Ch . 1 
MSCNY 
MSCNY Ch . l  
MSCNY 
GWMSC 
Scottish Rt 
MSCNY 

Jan. 1 , 1 953 
Mar. 3 , 1 953 
Aug. 4,1 953 
Jan. 1 , 1 954 
May l , 1 956 

II 

II 

Sep. 7 ,  1 957 
Jan . 7 ,1 958 
Feb,22 , 1958 
Jul . 4 ,1 959 
Feb .22 , 1 960 
Aug .26 , 1960 
Feb ,22 ,1 962 
Aug. 6 , 1 962 
May 1 6 , 1963 

GWMSC 
Lewel 1 
Eureka 

Feb.22 , 1965 
HolmesJun .20,1 965 
Ldg Nov . 21 , 1 965 

GWMSC 
GWMSC 
GWMSC 

Feb . 22 ,1 967 
Jul . 1 0 ,  1 967 
Feb.22 , 1968 

Brother Washington GWMSC Mar . 18 . 1 969 
Order of DeMol ay Founding Mahdeen Mar . 1 8 , 1 969 

1 1  11 11 11 Mar. 18 ,  1 969 
First Day in  Office of High Priest Mahdeen Jun .24, 1969 
First Day in Office of Co11111ander Mahdeen Jun . 1 3 , 1 961 
Mari etta , Oh 1 75th ann .of founding 11 Apr. 7 , 1 963 
Supreme Counc i l  33rd deg . N . J . l 50th II Aug. 5 , 1 963 
Grand Encampment K. T. Sesqu i II Jun . 20, 1 966 
American B ibl e  Society Sesqu i .  11 Mar. 1 966 
Grand Lodge of Indiana Sesqui Ind . G . L .  Jan . 1 2 ,1 968 
Ohio Grand Chapter Sesqu1 Mahdeen Oct .24,1 966 
K .T.  Centennial Conclave of La . LMSC Apr. 8 , 1 963 
K. T .  Sesqu i .  of NY Huntington June . 1 4 ,  1963 
Dedication of Wing at Mas. home L . V . Holmes Aug .24 , 1 968 
Moon landing,  Edwin Aldrin Jr. Montc la ir  Lg Jul .20,1 969 
Inauguration of R .  M. Nixon GWMSC Jan .20,1 969 
Wm.  McKinley Lodge #431 centenary McKi nley Lg Oct.20 , 1969 
Masonic Medal for Gen. G .M .  GWMSC Feb.22 , 1970 
H .  s .  Truman 25th ann.of sue.to office GWMSC J\pr. 2 , 1 970 

11 86th birthday May 8 , 1970 
11 25th ann. V . E .  Day May 8 , 1970 
11 Sith b1 rthday 11 

" success ion to Pres i d .  Apr. 1 2 ,  1 970 
Naval Lodge #4 centennial Jun. 4, 1 970 
Andrew Jackson Jul . 6 , 1 966 

Chi l l i cothe Oh 
Fred ' burg Va 

II 

Athens Oh 
Mas .Hal l Sta. 

II 

II 

Lancaster Oh 
Ch 1 1 1  i co the Oh 
Al exandria Va 
D . C .  
Al exandria Va. 
Bal boa , CZ 
Alexandria ,Va 
Bl oomington 1 1  
Cape Canaveral 
Alexandria Va 
Spi rit Lk Ia.  
Montc la ir  NJ 

Fred' burg Va 
D .C .  
Val l ey Forge 

Kansas City Mo 
Kansas C i ty Mo 

II II 

Lancaster, Oh 
II 

Marietta Oh 
New York 
New York 
New York 
Madi son , Ind 
Worthington Oh 
New Orleans La 
Troy, N . Y .  

Perry Ia 
Houston Tex 
D .  C .  
Canton Oh 
Alexandria Va. 
D. C .  
D .  C .  
Independence Mo 

II 

Wash. D .C .  
D .  C .  
D .  C .  

Compi l ed and submitted by Bro. Richard M.  Needham, Lancaster, Ohio .  

TRUMAN WILL NOT AUTOGRAPH COVERS 

The editor send a cover of the recent Missouri statehood stamp, Masonic ,  to be 
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tutographed by Pres. Harry S .  Truman . A few weeks l ater the cover was returned 
to him frOfll tbe General Services Admini stration , National Archives and Records 
Service,  Harry S .  Truman Li brary , Independence , Mo. without the autograph and 
with a notation that Mr. Truman expresses his  regret that i t  wi l l  not be poss ib le  
for him to do so . Your editor has in  h is  possession the autograph of Mr. Truman 
on other covers but thought i t  might be nice to have i t  on the Missouri cover. 
Perhaps the request for autographing the Missouri Statehood covers were too vol u­
minous for him to hand le .  I am mentioning this so you won ' t  waste your time. 

MASONIC F I LMSTARS 

Bro. Marsha l l  Loke reports that U01T1 al Qiwain has i ssued a set of "stamps" 
( l abel s ,  i s  a better word) for a who le  troupe of fi lmstars . He adds that "The 
stamps are ugly, but they belong together" . 

The persons are : Humphrey Bogart , Alec Guiness , Clark Gabl e ,  Jack Hawki ns , 
Charl ton Heston, W i l l iam Holden , Alan Ladd , Charles Laughton , Karl Malden , George 
Sanders, Al Jol son , Jean Simmons , Peter Ustinov and Brandon de Wilde.  

We know that Clark Gable and Al Jol son were Masons ,  he adds . " I  have been 
checking with Jerry R .  Erikson, a member of the MSU , the expert on 'Freemasons 
i n  the Entertainment Worl d ' ,  to see if  any of the others were members of the Craft , 
but none appear to be. In the case of the British actors , he says i t  is almost 
impossib le  to find out if they are Masons ,  s ince they do not publ ic ize i t . "  

CLARK GABLE 

Wil l iam Clark Gable was born in  1 907 in  Cadi z ,  Ohi o .  Attended Akron- Univ .  
He began as  a worker in  rubber plants and o i l  fields . He first won recognition 
as an actor in  The Last M i l e ,  and made h i s  film debut in The Painted Desert. He 
has appeared in  many fi lms including Hel l  Divers ; Strange Interlude; It  Happended \ 
One Night;  Mut iny on the Bounty ; Strange Cargo ; Gone W ith the Wind; The Hucksters ; 
The Wide Missouri ; Lone Star ; Mogambo ; Sol dier of Fortune; and ldiot • s  Del ight. 
He received the award (Oscar) of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts s nd Sciences 
for his  role in  It Happened One Night,  in  1 934 . In WWII he was a 2nd Lieutenant 
i n  the 8th Air  Force, resigning with the rank of major. 

He was rai sed in Beverly Hi l l s  Lodge No . 528 , Oct. 31 , 1 933 , having received 
h i s  other degrees on Sept. 1 9 ,  Oct. 1 7  of same year. d .  Nov. 1 6 ,  1 960. 

AL JOLSON 

Jol son was an actor and a s inger . b .  May 26 ,  1 888 i n  St. Petersburg , Russ i a ,  
as Asa Yoelson. He first appeared on the stage as a member of the mob, in The 
Children o-f the Ghetto. at Herald Square Theatre i n  N .Y . C. on Oct. 1 6 ,  1899. Later, 
he traveled with c ircuses , vaudedev i l l ei and Dockstader ' s  Minstrel s .  He�was parti­
cularly noted for h i s  bl ackface minstre songs. On the stage he played i n  LaBEl l e  
Paree; The Honeymoon Expres s ;  Robinson Crusoe, Jr. ; S inbad , etc. He started i n  
the first tal king pictures The Jazz S inger ; The Si. Aging Fool and Say It With Songs . 
In 1 940-41 he starred i n  h i s  own production Hold On to Your Hat. 

Jol son was a member of St. Cec i l e  Lodge No . ·568, New York C ity ,  he was raised, 
July 1 .  1 9 13 .  He d ied Oct. 23 ,  1 950, i n  San Franc i sco after returning from enter­
taining American troops in  Japan and Korea. 
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MASONIC SIGNERS OF THE DECLERATION OF INDEPENDENCE 

L iberty Be 1 1  
Issued i n  1 926 to com­
memorate the 1 50th an­
ni versary of the Dec­
laration of Independ­
ence. Scott No . 627 

Out of the fifty-s i x  s igners of the Decel eration 
of Independence at least twenty-eight were members of 
the Masonic Fratern i ty. Al though on some of them there 
i s  no documentary proof that they were made Masons , 
because during the Revolutionary war at that period 
many Lodges became dormant and the ir  records have been 
lost or destroyed . There i s ,  however , other evi dence 
to substantiate their Masoni c  affi l iations . These 
brethren are l i sted below in the order in which they 
s igned the document .  

/John Hancock ,  members St. Andrews Lodge, Boston,  
Mass. 

, Jos i ah Bartlett ,  Lodge unknown . 
l Wi l l iam Whippl e ,  member St. John 1 s Lodge No . l ,  

Portsmouth , N . H .  
v Matthew Thornton, l odge unknown . 

� Samuel Adams , member St.  John 1 s Lodge, Boston , Mass. 
v-Robert Pa ine, member Massachusetts Lodge, Boston , Mass. 
v El bridge Gerry , member Phil anthropic Lodge, Marbl ehead , Mas s .  
� Wi l l iam E l l ery , member St . John ' s  Lodge, Boston,  Mass. 
v Roger Sherman, member Lodge No. l 

--"':::n'~hi l ip Livingston , member Sol omon ' s  Lodge No . 1 ,  Poughkeeps i e ,  New York 
-�rancis Lewis ,  Lodge unknown . YRichard Stockton , St . John 1 s Lodge, Princetton ,NJ 

Aohn Wi therspoon , Lodge unkown . --:7Franci s Hopkinson , Lodge unkown . 
�obert Morr i s ,  member One of the Old Pennsylvan ia Lodge. 
v--Eenjamin Frankl i n ,  member St,  John 1 s Lodge ,  Phi l adel phi a ,  Penn. 
v----dames Smi th ,  member Lodge No . 2 or No. 3 ,  Phi ladel phia , Penn. 

_ _ --e,--George Ross, Lodge unknown . ,_,,.,.. George Read , member "Lodge No . 3 ,  Phil adel phia • 
....----Thomas McKean, Lodge unkno� Richard Henry Lee , Hi ram No. 59 , Westmorel and Co .Va .  
�----rhomas Jefferson , Lodge unknown . 0homas Nel son , Jr . , W1 1 1 1amsburgh No . 6 ,  Va. 
& Wi l l iam Hooper, member Hanover Lodge, Maronboro , N . C .  
/ Joseph Hewes , Lodge unknown . 1,,- dohn Penn , Lodge unknown. 
�yman Hal l ,  Sol omon 1 s Lodge No . 1 ,  Savannah , Ga ,p --George Walton, Solomon ' s  No . l ,Sav. 

Often the question has been asked , "What h_appenged to those men who signed 
the Decl aration of Independence?"  

Paul Harvey, noted writer and rad io  commentator, l ooked the record up  and 
here i s  what he found : 

Five signers were captured by the Brit ish as traitors , and tortured before 
they died .  Twel ve had their homes ransacked and burned . Two lost their sons 
in the Revol utionary Anny. One of the signers had two sons captured. Nine of 
the 56 fought and died of wounds or the hardships of the Revolutionary War. 

But what kind of men were they, these men who boldly wrote their names to 
the Decl aration that l i t the f ires of l i berty in sou l s  of men throughout the 
world? 

Twenty-four were l awyers and juri sts , el even were merchants , nine were 
farmers and large plantation owners , men of means ,  wel l  educated. 
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Their security, their incomes, their worldly possessions made them substantia l ly  
wel l off. But they signed the Declaration of Independence , even though they knew 
that the penal ty would be death on the gal lows , i f  they were captured . 

They signed and they pl edged their l i ves . their fortunes • • •  and their sacred 
honor. Carter Braxton of V irgi nia ,  a weal thy planter and trader saw his ships 
swept from the seas by the British navy. He sold nis  home and h is  properties to 
pay his debts and died in rags. Thomas McKean (Mason) was so hounded by the enemy 
British that he was forced to move his family almost constantly.  He served in 
the Congress without pay. and his fami ly kept in  hiding. His possessions were 
taken from him, and poverty was his  reward. 

Vanda l s  or soldiers or both l ooted the properties of E l l ery (Mason ) ,  Clymer, 
Hal l (Mason) , Wal ton (Mason) , Gwinnett, Hayward , Rutl edge and Middl eton (Mason ) .  
At the batt le  of Yorktown . Thomas Nelson Jr . , noted that the British General 
Cornwal l i s  had taken over the Nel son home for his headquarters . The owner quietly 
urged General George Washington to open fire. which was done. The home was destroyed 
and Nelson died bankrupt. His grave i s  unmarked and unknown . 

Francis Lewis (Mason) had his home and properties destroyed . The enemy jai l ed 
his wife, and she d ied within a few months. · John Hart was dri ven from his wife ' s  
bedside as she was dying. Their 1 3  children fled for their l i ves and his grist 
m i l l  was la id  waste. For more than a year he l i ved in the forest and caves, return­
i ng home after the war to find his  wife 'ead . His chil dren had vanished. A few 
weeks l ater he died from exhaustion and a broken heart. 

Norris and Livingston (Mason) suffered similar fates . Such were the stories 
and sacrifices of the American Revolution. These were not wil d-eyed rabble-rousing 
ruffians. These were soft-spoken men of means , wea lth and education! They had 
security, but they val ued l i berty more. Standing tal l .  straight and unwaveri ng , 
they pl edged "For the support of this declaration, with a finn rel iance on the 
protection of the Divine Providence, we mutua l l y  pl edge to each other, our l i ves , 
our fortunes and our sacred honor . "  

(Your editor i s  preparing th i s  i ssue on July 4 and was so  much impressed by 
this explanation on the l i ves of the Signers that he thought it appropriate to 
share it  with you. Masonic Signers of the Decleration of Independence wi l l  make 
an excel l ent page in  a Masonic Stamp Col l ection. The Signers are depicted on 
U . S .  No. 120,  i ssued i n  1 869 , . however, the price of this stamps , mint or used, 
is a bit beyond the means of most of us and that is why i t  is suggested the Li berty 
Bel l stamp shown on oppos i te page. It wi l l  serve the purpose just nicely. We wi l l  
see many stamps between now and 1 976 commemorating the Ameri can Revol ution to be 
i ssued by U . S. Postal Service, It i s  certain that many of those wi l l  fit in very 
nicely in  our Masonic al bums . )  

MATERIAL FOR PUBLICATION NEEDED 

Your editor cannot do i t  a lone . Please hel p by providing material on Masonry 
connected with phi lately. Surely ,  there must be several of our members who can 
hel p our Uni t .  Your editor i s  working i n  compi l ing an u p  to date Mason ic  checkl ist 
of all U . S .  and Foreign stamps . It  is a s low process and time consuming task but 
he hopes same to be ready for publ ication , i n  parts , starri ng this Fal l .  It wi l l  
be qu i te an extensive l i st .  A separate l i st i s  prepared for Masonic events and symbol 
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UNITED STATES STAMP BOOK 

"Postage Stamps of the Uni ted States" ,  the Post Office Department ' s  perenn ial ly 
best-sel l i ng reference publ ication , has been updated and is  now ava i l able i n  loose­
l eaf form. The publication conta ins deta i l ed data on stamps i ssued from 1 847 to the 
Natural Hi story quartet of May 1 970. 

Price of the publ ication, with flexible 3-ring bi nder i s  $3.75. I t  is ava i l able 
wi thout binder for $2.00 Ma i l  orders should be di rected to the Superi intendent of 
Documents , U .  S .  Government Printing Office, Washington, D . C .  20420. 

The publ i cation may a l so be purchases over the counter at the Phi l atel ic  Exhibi ­
tion room, U . S .  Postal Service Bu i l di ng ,  1 2th and Pennsylvania Ave • •  N . W .  Washi ngton 

The i l l ustrated text i s  241 pages .  Add itiona l ly  there i s  an appendix  of phi l ate­
l i c  stati stics which l i sts date and place of i ssue, designer, engravers , covers can­
celed, quantity pri nted and plate numbers. Suppl ements to be i ssued annual ly .  

·-
· 
�-------------------�-----�---• 

MASONIC ALBUM PAGES 

F O R S A L E 

PAGES FOR. MASONIC PHILATELY ---------------------- 30 pages for $2 . 00 

PAGES FOR MASONIC COVERS ------------------------- 30 pages for $2 . 00 

TITLE PAGE ------------------------------------------- each 25 cents 

Plus  postage 

Order from the Editor: 4659 Sandalwood Street, New Orleans , La . 70127 
·1---------~--------�------�~�--� -------

BACK ISSUES 

Back i ssues of the Masoni c  Stamp Col l ector are st i l l  ava i lable at  50  cents each .  
If you do not have all  the i ssues you should get them as  soon as  possi b l e .  The 
supply i s  1ettiet: lgw. Order from the Editor. 

MASONIC COVERS 

Many M4sonic Covers are sti l l  ava i l abl e ,  however some in  a very l imited supply. 
Wri te to the Editor for further deta i l s .  Join the Masonic Cover Club. This way 
you will  be assured of getting a l l  the Masonic covers as they are i ssued. 
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