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IMPORTANT

Additional material has
been provided in this ebook

version of the work.
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Alexander Joy Cartwright, Jr. (1820–1892) is referred to as a
“father of baseball.” He is thought to be the first person to draw a
diagram of a diamond-shaped baseball field; and the rules of the
modern game are based on the Knickerbocker Rules developed by
Cartwright and a committee from his club, the Knickerbocker Base
Ball Club. Cartwright was inducted into the National Baseball Hall
of Fame as an pioneering contributor 46 years after his death. He
was a member of Lodge Le Progress de l’Oceanie, Honolulu,
Hawaii (French charter). A full biography is on page 28.
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NOTE:

At the time this book was written, there were no Internet resources.
There is now excellent information and photographs on Wikipidia,
which should be referenced if one is doing specific work on base-
ball players.

Nevertheless, what I present is from the books of highly accredited
authors and was the best information available at the time.
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Brother Batalias was President of
the Masonic Stamp Club of New
York from 1985 until his death in
1999. He was an ex-US Navy
service man.

I visited him at his home in New
Jersey in about 1989. We spent a
day touring New York City, and
during that time I learned of his
great passion for baseball.

The significant number of base-
ball Hall of Fame members who
were Freemasons came as quite a
surprise to me in my research for
this book. At that time, there were no individual baseball players
honored on US postage stamps so I had not diligently pursued the
subject.

For certain, it was Nick’s baseball passion that led me to delve into
the world of the game, and thus my dedication of this book to him.
He was a great guy and I am proud to follow him as president of
the Masonic Stamp Club of New York

Nick Batalias
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After more than thirty-six years with the British Columbia
Telephone Company (now Telus), Chris Murphy retired (1994) to
pursue other interests. While with this company he authored three
books on Masonic philately and four books on business processes.
He has received awards from the Cardinal Spellman Literature fair.
Many of his articles on philately were featured in the Scott Stamp
Monthly magazine. After retirement, he authored five books on
cryptozoology.

Chris became a Freemason at Mount Lebanon Lodge No. 72,
Vancouver, BC in 1973. He later affiliated with Zenith Lodge No.
104, Burnaby, BC, Canada, and became Master of this lodge in
1987. He served as secretary of this lodge until it closed in 1999.
He is a Royal Arch Mason, Mark Master Mason, 32nd Degree
AASR Mason and a Shriner. In 1995, he was proclaimed a member
of the Society of Blue Friars (Masonic authors).

In 2000, Chris became President of the Masonic Stamp Club of
New York, and in 2014 the Editor and Publisher of the Club’s quar-
terly magazine, The Masonic Philatelist.
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Two US stamps recognizing baseball issued in 1939 and 1969. 

Baseball on US Postage Stamps
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This US sheet issued in 2000 depicts the following Freemasons:

Eddie Collins
Christy Mathewson

Ty Cobb
George Sisler

Mickey Cochran
Tris Speaker

Cy Young
Jimmie Foxx
Pie Traynor

Baseball on US Postage Stamps
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