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he Masonic &amp Club of
New York was oganized by a
group of Freemasons in 193At
that time, the Club did not have an
particular stamp specialtyit was
common knowledge that bot
Benjamin Franklin and Gege
Washington were Freemasons a
shown on the first two stamp;
issued by the Unitedt&es, but this
just received passing interes
However over the next few years i
was seen that many Freemaso
were depicted on stamps, along wi
other Masonic references, and th
the term Masonic Philately was
coined to cover such stamphere
are six classifications of stamps i
this specialty which range through
stamps specifically honoring thg
Masonic OrderFreemasons depict
ed on stamps, and stamps with ot
direct or indirect Masonic refer
ences.
The Club continued to maintai
interest in general philately wit
numerous member presentations
stamp shows in the Unitedags. In
1944, it published a newsletter whic
soon brought requests for members
throughout the worldThe newsletter
was eventually given the nanide
Masonic Philateliss and in time
became a professionally printed mag
zine that has continued to the preseq
day

In 1936 the Club petitioned thg
United Sates Postal Service for §
stamp showing Gege Washington
being inaugurated as the first Presidsg
of the United &tes. President Frankli



Roosevelt (a Club member) grante
the petition (stamp issued shown). R P
In 1956, Cuba issued the firs "“"EN,'; aﬁnnl[
stamp specifically honoring the Y
Masonic Orderlt was issued con
currently with anAir Post stamp
of a similar design. Over the nex
60 years other countries followec
suit, and such stamps beca
known in philately as Govern-
ment Issue Masonic t&mps. At
this time there are 87 governme
iIssued Masonic stamps world
wide, and about 2,000 regula
stamps depicting Freemasons
The number of stamps in the othg
classes is not known, but woulg =
definitely be in the thousands. THE LADIES of FREEMASONRY
Many requests from non-
Freemason to join the Club resultbarked on a massive program to
ed in the decision to have an opepost its archives (70 years) on an
membership policy in 2000.Internet website, and provide exten
Anyone interested in phi|ate|ysive information on Masonic Phil-

was welcomed as a new membeiely The site continues to grow

and the Club benefited from thej@nd at this time is the lgest and
knowledge and contributions. most comprehensive on this subject.

Masonic Philately became rec Presentations on philately in gener

ognized by theAmerican Topical al as to historical information are
Association and handbooks hav@!Se featured.
been published on this specialty _ On January 1, 2016 the Club
In 2012 research was cemadopted an informal membership
menced to determine the numbg?olicy (no dues). lts quarterly
of musicians depicted on Stampgubllcatlon The Masonic Philat-
world-wide who were members oflist, is posted to its website and
the Masonic OrderA total of 77 can be viewed by anyone through
stamps were found, which resultout the world. The quarterly
ed in the Cluts special publica Which is now a 48-page booklet,
tion, Masonic Musicians. It is rea is still published and sent to
soned that the study of other disselected major public and private
ciplines in the arts would producenstitutions (includes public
similar results. libraries) for the benefit of those
In early 2014, the Club em-who do not have Internet access.




Individuals who wish tohave a
printed copy can apply under ou Christopher L. Murphy, BF
subscription process.
Our Club, which is a non-profit Masonic PoSTAGE Stamps
organization, now operates strictly OF THE WORLD
on donationsAt this time, a new Clin I — Covirninent Teaiee
Club booklet (in color) is available
which provides a detailed accour
of all Government Issued Masoni
stamps.A profile of the issuing
country is shown along with stamj
images and relevant information
The booklet is provided on ou
website, but for those who wish t(
obtain a professionally printeg
copy, for a donation of $15 US of
more, an autographed booklet wi

be provided. ﬁ/

We welcome all stamp enthusi ~"P-‘-'gf'“0’|£;gg§f‘{fff"'

asts, regardless of their particulg Thmmnacsl;f:npth.h.ime“-vark.n.c.
interest, to visit out site and subm
philatelic related articles for possi
ble inclusion in our quarterly publi
cation.

Our Club is headquartered a
The Collectors Club building in
New York City, shown on the right.
We look forward to hearing from

you, or your visit to our website.

Our best wishes are extended t(
the WSS 2016 — Nework.

The Masonic Samp Club
of New York
22 East 35th Street
New York, NY 10016
U.SA.
Email <mb7@nyu.edu>

Website
http:/Mww.mscnewyor k.net/
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