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I n 1961 Bro. Walter R. Harbeson provided
our Club with his research on Revenue

Stamps. The stamps on this page are the
Freemasons he found depicted on such
stamps. The additional stamps on the next
page were added. There are numerous men
shown on Revenue Stamps with many
varieties of the same general stamp design. 

The stamps shown here are the
Government Die stamps, as opposed to
Private Die stamps. Further discussion is
provided on the next page.
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George Washington
1732-1799

First President of the United States of
America. Alexandria Lodged No. 22,
Alexandria, Virginia. 

John Marshall
1755-1835

Chief Justice of the US Supreme Court.
Richmond Lodge No. 13 (now No. 10),
Richmond Virginia. 

R1
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Andr ew Jackson
1767-1845

Seventh President of the United States of
America. Probably received his Masonic
degrees in Greenville Lodge, No. 3,
Greeneville, Tennessee. 

Dewitt Clinton
1769-1828

Governor of New York. Holland Lodge No.
16 (now No. 8),  New York City, New York.
Served as master of the stated lodge. He was
active in the Royal Arch and Knight
Templars. No listing in the Scott Catalog for
this stamp.

Revenue Stamps Discussion

Revenue stamps were simply a
way of placing a tax on various
selected commodities and legal
transactions, and ensuring that the tax
was paid.

In order to sell a product, the
manufacturer had to purchase the
stamps from the government and affix
one to each unit sold. If the
government found that product was
being sold without a stamp, there
were heavy fines and penalties.

The manufacturers had a choice.
They could either buy the stamps the
government produced, or pay for a
private die of their own design. In this
case, the stamps produced were called
Private Die Proprietary Stamps. The
only advantages here were a slight
stamp price reduction and the
satisfaction of having a stamp that
specifically represented one’s
company—a form of advertising.

Wikipedia states the following:

Beginning in 1862 the first
revenue stamps were issued,
and would continue to be used
for another hundred years and
more. For the first twelve
years George Washington
was the only subject featured
on U.S. revenue stamps,
when in 1874 an allegorical
figure of Liberty finally
appeared. Revenue stamps
were printed in many varieties
and denominations and are
widely sought after by coll-
ectors and historians. Reven-
ue stamps were finally discon-
tinued on December 31, 1967.

Design of the 1874
Liberty revenue stamp. 

Usually, a revenue stamp was
placed on a product in such a way that
it had to be torn in half to open the
package. As a result far fewer
“survived” compared with regular
postage stamps. Nevertheless, some
collectors removed them intact and
these stamps, together with “stamp
left overs” are what we have today.

From a Masonic standpoint, the
“revenues” are fascinating, and to my
knowledge are a new frontier as to
identifying Freemasons. With current
on-line listings of noted Masons, I am
sure many more Brethren could be
found who are depicted on such
stamps.
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